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OFFICIAL DOCUMENTS 

CONVENTION BETWEEN RUSSIA AND JAPAN CONCERNING MANCHURIA. 

Signed at St. Petersburg, July 4-, 1910. 

The Imperial Governments of Russia and Japan, being sincerely at- 
tached to the principles established by the convention concluded between 
them on July 30, 1907, 1 and being desirous of developing the effects of 
this convention with a view to the consolidation of peace in the Far 
East, have agreed to complete the said arrangement in the following 
manner : — 

1. With the object of facilitating communications and developing the 
commerce of the nations, the two high contracting parties agree to 
extend to one another their friendly cooperation with a view to the im- 
provement of their respective railway lines in Manchuria and the perfect- 
ing of the connecting services of the said lines, and to abstain from all 
competition prejudicial to the realization of this object. 

2. Each of the high contracting parties undertakes to maintain and 
respect the status quo in Manchuria resulting from all the treaties, con- 
ventions, and other arrangements concluded up to this date, either be- 
tween Eussia and Japan or between those two powers and China. Copies 
of the said arrangements have been exchanged between Russia and Japan. 

3. In the event of anything arising of a nature to threaten the status 
quo mentioned above the two high contracting parties shall enter each 
time into communication with each other with a view to coming to an 
understanding as to the measures they may think it necessary to take 
for the maintenance of the said status quo. 



NOTE OF CHINESE GOVERNMENT TO THE POWERS CONCERNING THE RUSSO- 
JAPANESE CONVENTION OF JULY 4, 1910, REGARDING MANCHURIA. 

July 21, 1910. 

The Imperial Government having carefully perused the new Russo- 
Japanese Convention, concluded on July 4, 1910, copies of which were 
handed to the Wai-wu-pu by the Russian and Japanese Ministers, the 
following acknowledgment, dated July 21, has been sent to them: — 

i Supplement, 1 :396. 



280 THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF INTERNATIONAL LAW 

Since the convention expressly states that each of the high contract- 
ing parties engage to respect and maintain the treaties, conventions, 
and other arrangements concluded between China and Japan, between 
China and Russia, and between Japan and Eussia, it therefore accords 
with and confirms the principles of the engagements made between Japan 
and Eussia by the Treaty of Peace in 1905, 1 and those of the Treaty 
and Agreement made between China and Japan relating to matters in 
the three eastern provinces. 2 For by Article 3 of the Eusso-Japanese 
Treaty of Peace, Eussia and Japan mutually engage to restore entirely 
and completely to the exclusive administration of China all portions of 
Manchuria, and declare that the Imperial Governments have not in 
Manchuria any territorial advantages or preferential or exclusive con- 
cessions in impairment of Chinese sovereignty, or inconsistent with the 
principle of equal opportunity; and by Article 4 Japan and Russia re- 
ciprocally engage not to obstruct any general measures common to all 
countries which China may take for the development of the commerce 
and industry of Manchuria. In the same year Japan and China named 
their plenipotentiaries, and agreed upon and concluded Articles at Pe- 
king, based upon the Treaty of Peace concluded at Portsmouth, and 
relating to matters in the three Manchurian provinces, whereby the open- 
ing of Manchuria becomes an accomplished fact. 

The Imperial Government will therefore in the future act in accord- 
ance with the principles declared in the Russo-Japanese Treaty of Peace, 
and execute the provisions of the Treaty and Agreement with Japan, 
maintaining with increased efforts such matters as measures arising from 
the exercise of China's rights of sovereignty, the principle of equal op- 
portunity, and the development of the commercial and industrial pros- 
perity of the three Manchurian provinces, with a view to the promotion 
of the best interests of all parties. 

A copy of the above acknowledgment has been presented to the govern- 
ments of all the countries with which China enjoys treaty and diplomatic 
relations. 

PROCLAMATION OF JAPAN ANNEXING KOREA. 

Notwithstanding the earnest and laborious work of reform in the 
administration of Korea in which the Governments of Japan and Korea 
have been engaged for more than four years since the conclusion of the 

i Supplement, 1 : 17. 

2 This Supplement, p. 307. 



